
In 2017, the Cirque de Navacelles was awarded the Grand Site 
de France label. This label recognises the actions undertaken in the 
area to address visitor management challenges whilst preserving 
the quality of the landscapes and the vitality of local life.

At the heart of every Grand Site de France lies a listed site protected 
for its natural and cultural features. This fragile site is surrounded by 
a wider perimeter to enable coherent actions to be carried out 
across the entire area.

The Grand Site de France Cirque de Navacelles thus encompasses 
the Vis Gorges around the Cirque, as well as the surrounding 
limestone plateaus: the Causse de Blandas, the Causse de 
Campestre-et-Luc and the southern part of the Causse du Larzac.

The Syndicat mixte du Grand Site du Cirque de Navacelles is the 
body responsible for the label awarded to the site. Its objectives 
are the protection, management and promotion of the area. The 
actions undertaken aim to provide a high-quality visitor experience 
whilst respecting biodiversity, the living environment of local 
residents and the authenticity of the area.

The « Réseau des Grands Sites de France » is a network that brings 
together all sites that have been awarded the GSF label and those 
committed to sustainable development in order to obtain it.
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Only the main trails appear on this map. To 
discover more hiking trails and obtain trail 
guides, contact the Tourist Offices, Gard Tourism, 
or Hérault Tourism! 
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The Grand Site de France label

The Causses & Cévennes have been inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List since 2011 as the ‘Cultural Landscape of 
Mediterranean Agropastoralism’.
This vast region lies at the confluence of mountain and 
Mediterranean influences, contributes to the area’s extraordinary 
ecological richness and the diversity of its landscapes. These 
landscapes have been shaped by human activity for several 
millennia and stand as a living testament to agropastoral culture 
(skills, architecture, practices, etc.). Agropastoralism fosters 
outstanding biodiversity, associated with open environments.

To find out more about the UNESCO Causses & Cévennes 
site, visit the ‘Mecca of Agropastoralism’ at the Maison de Site 
des Belvédères de Blandas or explore the online documentary 
website: http://webdoc.causses-et-cevennes.fr

UNESCO Recognition

www.cirquenavacelles.com

Syndicat mixte du Grand Site du Cirque de Navacelles

www.grandsitedefrance.com

Réseau des Grands Sites de France

Cultural landscapes are not the only heritage elements 
recognised by UNESCO: the Terres d’Hérault Geopark 
(currently undergoing inscription) aims to preserve and highlight 
the region’s exceptional geological heritage. This Geopark’s 
subsoil contains almost every type of rock, allowing us to trace 
540 million years of our planet’s history!

Visit the Lodève Museum to rediscover the history of life on Earth 
and learn about the earliest signs of human settlement in the 
region during the Neolithic period.

N0 10 km

Grand Site 
de France

Emblematic summits

Rich natural / cultural heritage

GSF du Cirque de 
Navacelles

From the Cévennes 
to the Méditerranean,
a territory with an 
exceptionally rich 
natural heritage! 

Service station (24h/24h)

You are entering a sensitive area !

We ask that you respect the local residents’ way of 
life and the tranquility of this outstanding natural 
environment of this protected site. 

Please follow this Code of Good Conduct to help preserve 
the environment.
When venturing onto the hiking trails, be prepared 
and ensure your safety and that of those around you 
(rockfalls, sometimes steep trails, weather conditions, etc.)

oOo-o-

No fires to prevent the risk 
of wildfires 

Keep dogs on a leash to 
avoid disturbing wildlife 
or livestock . Pas animal 

heards

No litter except at 
designated collection and 

sorting points 

No collection of species 
(animals or plants) 

or rocks

Stay on marked trails to 
preserve natural habitats 

and respect farmland

Overnight parking and 
camping (and bivouac) are 
prohibited to maintain the 
peace and quiet of the site 

oOo-o-

During the summer, 
come meet our eco-
volunteers on the 
hiking trails or at the 
Navacelles hamlet 
information booth!

To learn more about the site’s biodiversity, history, 
or regulations: 

�
Nature activities

�
Informations 

�
Guided tours

�
Awareness-raising 

on biodiversity 
protection

�

HIKING TRAILS

oOo-o-

The Vis River is a highly preserved watercourse and vital 
for many aquatic species (brown trout, southern barbel, 
Downy emerald dragonfly) as well as terrestrial species 
that shelter and hunt along its banks (bats, European 
otter, kingfisher, grass snake).

Fishing, regulated by the Environmental Code, is subject to 
local restrictions (fly fishing only in certain areas) to protect 
this fragile river.

European bullhead
Cottus gobio

oOo-o-

Bêeêêê^^
Bêêê^ Grrr

As you hike through the pastoral landscapes of the 
Grand Site, you may encounter herding dogs called 

“patous”.
Please follow the guidelines to avoid disturbing farming 

and grazing activities:
 

� Move calmly away from the herd if a herding dog approaches you
� Stay on marked trails and keep your dogs on a leash

� Be sure to close gates behind you when crossing 
grazing areas

-->-->-->
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to GR de Pays Tours dans le 
Grand Pic St-Loup

GRP Tour du Pays viganais1
160 km  �  small touring  �  + 3400 m
GRP Tour du Larzac méridional2
105 km  �  small touring  �  + 2700 m

Causse et Gorges de la Vis4
20 km  �  6h00  �  + 570 m  �  difficulty +++
Cirque du bout du monde5
9 km  �  3h00  �  + 530 m  �  difficulty ++

-o-Cirque de Labeil6
4 km  �  1h30  �  + 250 m  �  difficulty +

14 km  �  5h00  �  + 520 m  �  difficulty ++
Camin farrat3

Géorando Des vallées sèches aux sòts7
11.5 km  �  3h30  �  + 240 m  �  difficulty ++
Haute vallée de la Lergue8
17.5 km  �  5h30  �  + 340 m  �  difficulty +++
Les balcons de Soumont9
13 km  �  3h30  �  + 380 m  �  difficulty ++
Les corniches de Lauroux10
14 km  �  5h00  �  + 860 m  �  difficulty +++

Les Rajols12
14 km  �  4h30  �  + 325 m  �  difficulty ++

Notre Dame de Parlatges13
16 km  �  5h30  �  + 725 m  �  difficulty +++

Plateau du Grézac15
14 km  �  4h30  �  + 700 m  �  difficulty ++
Sentier agropastoral de Campestre16
9 km  �  3h00  �  + 160 m  �  difficulty +
Sentier botanique de Vissec17
8.5 km  �  2h00  �  + 180 m  �  difficulty +

Les falaises de l'Escalette + æno rando11
17 km  �  5h30  �  + 840 m  �  difficulty +++

-o-
Chemin de l'eau
8 km  �  2h00  �  + 85 m  �  difficulty +

14

14

18

Sentier de la Tude et tour du Pic d'Anjeau18
12 km  �  4h00  �  + 420 m  �  difficulty +++

--> weather risks, fire risk, and access authorization for forest 
areas : 
 

--> local regulations (code of good conduct in protected sites, 
use of drones in Natura 2000 areas, regulations for protected 
natural areas, regulations related to the river, etc.).

Before setting off on the hiking trails, following 
information must be checked out :  !

Wood
lands 

forecast

Official information : 
https://www.risque-prevention-incendie.fr/gard
https://www.risque-prevention-incendie.fr/herault



Between the Vis gorges, appearancing a vertiginous 
canyon, and the arid expanses of the Causse plateaus, 

This sensitive and protected area shows the alchemy 
between human activity and the natural environment 

over millennia. 

of the CIRQUE DE NAVACELLES
DESIGNATED GRAND SITE DE FRANCE

discover the contrasting landscapes 

Grand Site de France
du Cirque de Navacelles

CIRQUE DE NAVACELLES 
GRAND SITE DE FRANCE AREA

Avant de jeter (au recyclage) cette carte, pensez au réemploi : donnez-la à une autre personne qui souhaiterait visiter le Grand Site !
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INFORMATION
Find all tourist information (accommodation, restaurants, leisure 
activities, etc.) at the Tourist Offices or in the “Maison de Site” 

(Grand Site Visitor Centres).

musEUMs

-x-

04 67 81 06 86
www.musee-cevenol.fr

1 rue des Calquières
30120 Le Vigan

04 67 88 86 10
www.museedelodeve.fr

Square Georges Auric
34700 Lodève

oOooOo

-o- -o-

Place du marché 30120 Le Vigan
Av. du Mont Aigoual 34190 Ganges

+33 (0)4 67 81 01 72
www.sudcevennes.com

contact@sudcevennes.com@

7 place du Rialto 34700 Lodève

+33 (0)4 67 88 86 44
www.tourisme-lodevois-larzac.fr

tourisme@lodevoisetlarzac.fr @

tourisT OFFICES

-x-

Tourist office

34520 Saint-Maurice-Navacelles

opening hours : 
9h30 - 13h00 et 14h00 - 17h00
July & August : every day 
May, June, begining of july & september : 
week-ends & bank holidays 

Le belvédère de la 
Baume Auriol---

Maison de Site
"Mecca" of agropastoralisme

30770 Blandas

School holidays, July & August : 
every day
10h00 - 18h00 
from november to may : 11h00 - 17h00 from 
saturday to monday

Les Belvédères 
de Blandas---

ACTIVITIES

04 67 44 75 79
https://cpie-causses.org/

34 route de St-Pierre 
34520 Le Caylar

> <

HIKING & 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

Experience the Grand Site on foot, by bike, or accompanied by a 
horse or a donkey and wander down  all the different trails! 
To organize your stay and plan your hikes (download the free hiking-
trail maps or obtain the guidebooks), contact the Tourist Offices, 
Gard Tourisme or Hérault Tourisme.

Hiking trails in 
Lodévois & Larzac :

Sud Cévennes 
activities :

Over 200km of marked 
trails! Prepare your 
excursions with the hiking-
trail maps, a free app, and  
websites. 
Download the free app - 
scan below: 

-x-Hérault Tourisme
www.herault-tourisme.com

Gard Tourisme
www.tourismegard.com

www.tourismegard.com/destination/sites-
emblematiques/cirque-de-navacelles

www.herault-tourisme.com/fr/decouvrir/nos-
incontournables/cirque-de-navacelles

The flagship hike of the Cirque de Navacelles, 
this 3.5-hour loop takes you to the resurgence 
of the Vis river at the Moulins de la Foux, 
starting from the hamlet of Navacelles. 
A permanent exhibition awaits you there, 
offering insight into the history of these mills 
and the mysterious river that bursts forth with 
a roar.

N

HIKING TRAILS AT THE HEART OF 
THE GRAND SITE

0 200 m100

D713

D130

GR®7 - Chemin 
de Saint-Guilhem

patrimonial trek

Sentier du 
facteur
hiking trail

Moulins de la Foux 
hiking trail

Vissec 
Botanical trail

La Vis

Blandas

1
1 Departure from Navacelles: do not cross 

the old bridge; take the path on the left 
that runs alongside the river. 2

2 Cross the road and take the small steps 
opposite. 

3

3 Turn right to reach the Moulins de la Foux. 

4

4 When you reach the road again, follow it 
for 500m before taking the path again. 

5

5 Finish your hike by returning down to the 
hamlet of Navacelles,  following a section 
of the GR7 trail (long-distance hiking trail). 

LEgend

Hiking trails

Parking

Shuttle bus stop 
Check hours at tourist offices

Botanical trail

Architectural heritage

E-bike charging stations 

Maisons de Site / Belvédères 

Tourist offices

Shop
Local products

Restaurant

Toilet

 

Vis river underground 

. 682 m

. 366 m

. 707 m

. 614 m

. 328 m

. 372 m

. 632 m

Vis Gorges

Calo Rouge
-

GTMC route

Bois de Fontaret
Vissec / Blandas

Vissec

Saint-Maurice
-Navacelles

Markings (trails)
Good direction

Change of 
direction 

Wrong direction 

Vineyard hiking Vineyard hiking 
trailtrail

Old bridgeOld bridge

Rocher Rocher 
de la Viergede la Vierge

- Closed hiking footwear 
(crossing through scree)
- Water and solar protection
- Some areas with steep paths (dizziness)
- Be careful at the Moulin de la Foux (unsecured area)
- In case of heavy rain, do not venture onto the 
path: flood risk

SECURITY PRECAUTIONS - BE AWARE

 waterfall waterfall

200 million years ago, a vast sea covered the region. The limestone plateaus 
were formed by the accumulation of marine sediments: when the sea receded, 
about 70 million years ago, the mud dried up and formed limestone. 40 
million years ago, tectonic movements caused the plateaus to rise. It was 
then the water ’s turn to sculpt the landscape over several million years: rivers 
eroded the rock and carved out the vertiginous gorges we see today. 
What makes the causses unique is that erosion does not occur only on 
the surface: limestone, which cracks easily, is shaped by runoff, creating a 
real underground labyrinth. This unique environment is called karst. The 
karst landscape has given rise to a distinctive landscape that humans 
have learned to useand  to adapt to the arid environment of the causses 
(cultivated sinkholes, « lavognes » carved into natural depressions, etc.).

Landscapes of Stone and Water

6 Natura 2000 areas
Birds and Habitats Directives

On the Grand Site de 
France area: 

4 ENS
Sensitive 
Naturals 
Areas

Since the Neolithic period, humans 
have shaped the plateaus through 
agropastoralism: by combining livestock 
raising with crop cultivation, a mosaic of 
habitats has fostered the development 
of remarkable flora and its associated 
fauna. The "lavognes", for example, provide 
watering holes for herds and serve as a 
refuge for many amphibians on the arid 
plateaus.

Local managers strive to maintain agricultural 
activities in order to preserve the landscapes 
and natural environment. These fragile 
environments are now protected to ensure 
the preservation of exceptional biodiversity 
and heritage landscapes (recognized by 
UNESCO as a cultural landscape since 
2011 and designated a Grand Site de 
France since 2017).

Eurasian 
griffon 
vulture

Red-billed 
Chough

31 2Itinerary (Grazing area) 
Agricultural sinkhole : a natural 
depression filled with clay, creating 
a fertile environment suitable for 
agriculture 

Ruiniform relief : the limestone has 
dissolved, leaving only the less soluble 
dolomite exposed Slopes and ledges 

4 Slopes and cliffs

To learn more about the geological formation of the 
Vis Gorges and the Cirque de Navacelles, watch our 
documentaries screened at the visitors centers 
(viewpoints area) or on :
www.youtube.com/@GrandSiteduCirquedeNavacelles

5 Underground cavity 6 Vis river resurgence at 
Moulins de la Foux after an 
underground route of 14km

Bats
Golden 
eagle

1

3

2

4

5

6

Aven
sinkhole connected 
to the underground 
network 

Causse
Karst limestone 
plateau 

Lavogne
natural depression 

converted into a drinking 
trough for herds 

Gorges
water-carved 

passage between 
two landforms 

Vallée 
sèche

Scree

WATERPROOF 

BASE 

POROUS LIMESTONE 

ROCK

Draille
transhumance path 
bordered with 
dry stone walls or 
boxwood hedges 

Clapas
piles resulting 
from the 
clearing of 
stones from 
the land 

INFILTRATION 
ZONE 

FLOODED
KARST ZONE

Legend

White 
asphodele

Monkey
orchis

7

Megaliths :  dolmens, menhirs, 
and cromlechs, evidence of human 

Lavogne 8

7

8

Holly 
oak

presence on the Causses since 
the Neolithic period 

Forest
black pine 
plantation 

Buis

Sheepfold
typical Causses architecture 
with a vaulted ceiling 
and slate roof 

Rivière souterraine

Landscapes of the karst relief 
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Underground cave
stalactites and 
stalagmites

-x-The "Moulin de la Foux" trail

Eurasian griffon vulture
Gyps fulvus

A remarkable biodiversity
--- ---

The Cirque de Navacelles, a designated Grand Site de France, boasts a 
unique biodiversity, thanks to its exceptional geographical location. Altitude, 
climate, the nature of the rocks and human activities (mainly agropastoralism) 
have shaped environments conducive to an abundant, exceptional, and 
protected biodiversity!

Along the walking trails or from the viewing points, you’ll have the chance to 
spot a wide variety of flying creatures: birds of prey, butterflies and numerous 
species of bats! Please stay on the marked paths to protect the fragile flora of 
the meadows and undergrowth (orchids, asphodels, germander, etc.). 
If you approach the Vis River, the ponds and "lavognes" discreetly, you will spot 
amphibians, reptiles, dragonflies or a multitude of beautiful demoiselle! 

Scarce swallowtail
Iphiclides podalirius

Beautiful demoiselle
Calopteryx virgo

Southern skimmer
Orthetrum brunneum

Mediterranean tree frog
Hyla meridionalis

Monkey orchis
Orchis simia

Giant peacock moth
Saturnia pyri

-x-

Since 2023, the Blandas Belvederes host the "High Place of Agropastoralisme »

During the touristic season, free shuttles provide access 
to the heart of the site. Park your cars at the viewpoints, 
at the top, and let yourself be guided to the hamlet of 
Navacelles or to the other viewpoint on the other side! For 
more information, contact the Tourist Offices or view online  

www.cirquenavacelles.com/infos-pratiques  

Viewpoints

HIKING TRAIL INFORMATION
---
---Moulins de la Foux round trip

10 km  �  3h30  �  + 167 m  �  difficulty ++

Climb to belvédère de la Baume Auriol 
by sentier du facteur
2 km  �  45min  �  + 320 m  �  difficulty ++

Climb from hameau de Navacelles to 
belvédère de Blandas by GR7
3 km  �  1h15min  �  + 300 m  �  difficulty +++

Vissec botanical trail to Moulins 
(round trip from Vissec)
8,5 km  �  2h00  �  + 180 m   �  difficulty +

CAUSSE CAUSSE 
DE BLANDASDE BLANDAS

Les Belvédères 
de Blandas

CAUSSE CAUSSE 
DU LARZACDU LARZAC

Belvédère de la 
Baume Auriol

Le hameau 
de Navacelles

LavogneLavogne

MoulinsMoulins
de la Fouxde la Foux

Paid 
parking

10 km 3h30 +167 m reasonable

Siphon

TOURIST MAP

Grand Site Visitor Centres
Tourist offices


